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GARDENS STATUS UPDATE 

July 1st brought a change in the status of the gardens.  While no press release was 

issued by the Office of State Parks and no official directives received by the park 

management, a review of the OSP website found the hours of operation for Hodges 

Gardens changed.  The park is now open only for Day Use meaning 9:00 am to 5:00 

pm daily.  Lodging is no longer available, however, reservations made previous to 

July 1st are being honored.   

So in the short term the gates have not been closed. However, the long term status 

of the park is still very much in jeopardy.  Friends of Hodges Gardens is continuing 

to assist and support efforts to keep the garden open. Stayed tuned for future 

developments.   

Chris 

BOG GARDEN REVISITED  
 

A recent walk through the area of the garden called the Bog Garden found these interesting 

plants.  Make sure to visit this unique garden on your next trip to Hodges Gardens. The 

following is an explanation of why this garden is located in this particular spot in the gardens.  

“The Bog Garden was created by A. J. Hodges to highlight a natural feature that at first glance 
is not noticeable, the Hillside Seep.  Underlain by an impervious sandstone layer, ground 
water constantly seeps to the soil surface.  This creates a persistently saturated, strongly 
acidic and nutrient-poor soil in which only certain plants will flourish.  Western Hillside 
seepage bogs in Louisiana have been reduced by 25 to 50% of their original extent.  Activities 
that threaten bogs include fire suppression, invasive plant species, off-road vehicles and 
residential or commercial development. We have recreated a pitcher plant bog as it would 
appear in its natural habitat growing with plant community associates such as other 
carnivorous plants (sundews & venus flytraps), grasses, ferns, mosses and orchids.  Today 
undisturbed bogs are very rare.” 

 

 

 



THE RETURN OF THE VICTORIA WATER LILIES 

Thanks to John Cash of Ark-La-Tex Water Gardens and Landscape the 

unique and beautiful giant Victoria Water Lilies are once again in the garden.  

John planted them from seed donated by Longwood Gardens. John was able to 

raise three plants for Hodges Gardens. Justin, Daniel and Joe planted them in 

one of the pools at the Bog Garden. He said “They don’t look like much today, 

but in just a few weeks, they will be 6 feet across!!” Pictures in future 

newsletters will document the growth of these unique water lilies. But an even 

better way to check on their growth is with a trip to the garden. 

 

 

 

This photo taken from the Third Quarter of 1961 Hodges Gardens Magazet shows the many water lilies 
that made their home in the lower pools of the Gardens.  The Victorias were reintroduced on July 
4th.  Several other water lilies are making a come back since the pools have been filled once again. 

 



 

CHECK OUT WHAT’S BLOOMING  

 



HERB GARDEN 
Kim Kelly, Park Manager, contacted the Ark-La-Tex Herb Society early this year to learn more of the 
history of the herb garden. She learned the Society was formed in 1986 while at Hodges Gardens.  They 
returned in 1987 and built the Herb Garden centered by the bed that holds the fountain they donated to 
Hodges.  Twelve to fourteen Society members, made visits to tend the garden twice per year in March 
and October until the late nineteen nineties.  Once contacted the group decided to hold their April 
meeting at Hodges Gardens to visit the garden they built.  Six members made the trip five of them 
charter members who worked on the creation of the herb garden. Betty Manasco, Friends Vice-
President and Beauregard Master Gardener and Glen Graham along with Kim met the group on 
Saturday, April 22

nd
 sharing the restoration story of the last 3 years. They enjoyed sharing memories and 

pictures of their many trips to our Garden in the Forest.  The Society was so pleased to find the garden 
looking better than ever, they want to return for their October meeting. The Society also planted the 
Ginko tree, found just to the right of the Herb Garden, in honor of Mr. A. J. Self an employee of Hodges 
Gardens and herb grower extraordinaire.  Pictured (left to right) are Robyn Goodrich, President, Nancy 
Spillman, Dwain Spillman, Arline Stotko, Rose Kelly, Glen Graham, Betty Manasco, and Ski Stotko.   
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Park Hours of Operation:  The park is now 

open only for Day Use — 9:00 am to 5:00 pm 

daily.  Lodging is no longer available, however, 

reservations made previous to July 1st are being 

honored.   

 

 

 

Friends of Hodges Board of 
Directors 

Chris Nolen-President 
Betty Manasco-Vice President 
Tammy Foster-Secretary 
Bob Nolen-Treasurer 
Gerald Chance 
Nona Daily 
Kim Delatin 
Susan Duhon 
Kayla Hataway 
Kim Kelly 
Carolyn Martin 

The Friends of Hodges continues to seek new members 
to support our beloved Hodges Gardens.  There is a 
membership level to meet all needs and all donations 
are tax deductible.  Please consider joining us in our 
efforts to Restore, Preserve, Protect, and Promote 
Hodges Gardens. Link to membership form. 

VISITOR CENTER  
The Visitor Center continues to be open 
on Saturdays in July from 10:00 am to 
4:00 pm and Sundays from 1:00-4:00 
thanks to Peggy Fisher and Frankie 
McBryde. Friends owes these ladies a 
debt of gratitude for donating their time 
and talents to the Gardens.  Those 
interested in volunteering to work in the Visitor Center contact 
Chris Nolen at (318) 315-0793.  

 
 Volunteers are the life blood of Hodges Gardens State Park.  It is never too early to learn 
each of us can give of ourselves for the betterment of our environment. For more 
information about how you can help by becoming a volunteer or making a donation in 
memory or honor of a loved one, contact Friends of Hodges Gardens at 
fohgsp@gmail.com. 

AMAZON SMILE      
Don’t forget to do to your online shopping through AmazonSmile to help support the Gardens.    
Use this link to connect with smile.amazon.com to automatically support Friends of Hodges 
Gardens State Park  https://smile.amazon.com/ch/26-4480938   or use the amazonsmile link on 

the Friends of Hodges Gardens website at www.hodgesgardens.net.  
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