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CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK 
The Christmas season got off to a merry 
start with the turning on of the light displays 
on Saturday, November 26

th
.  The park had 

nearly 1100 visitors opening weekend.  
Make plans to come to our Garden in the 
Forest and view the new light features: the 
Snow Globe, the Train and Train Station, 
and the Tractor.  Be sure to stop and enjoy 
the two music light shows-the Dancing 
Trees with a Singing Santa found at the Fee Station and the Nativity Scene with music 
and narration found at the Lakefront Stage.  Don’t forget the old favorites-a lighted Wil-
low Point Fountain, an updated Butterfly Garden lighting, the light tunnel, Whoville and 
of course Santa’s workshop with the busy elves.  Thanks go to all of the park staff, SRA 
staff and volunteers who spent hours setting up for this wondrous season.  Nearly 2800 
man hours were spent setting up the light displays for everyone’s enjoyment of which 
1600 were volunteer hours. 

THE CHRISTMAS STORY AT THE LAKEFRONT STAGE 
The Christmas Story is narrated by Chaplain John S. Stannard, U.S. Army Colonel 
(Retired).  After retirement in 1973, he enrolled at Northwestern State University to 
study radio and later founded KVVP-FM in January of 1977. Chaplain Stannard is a 
Louisiana Association of Broadcasters Lifetime Achievement Award winner and at 95 is 
still an active member of East Leesville Baptist Church.  The Friends of Hodges Gar-
dens are honored to have him bring you the Christmas Story and are thankful for the 

  Col. Stannard and son Doug past V.P. 

of Friends of Hodges Gardens 



MOVIE IN THE PARK POLAR EXPRESS FRIDAY, DEC. 16, 2016 
AT 6:00 PM  -   NEW DATE 
Join us Friday,  December 16, 2016: 6:00 pm for our annual outdoor movie on the 

Lakefront Stage, “Polar Express” sponsored by Will’s Barber and Salon. Reduced 

admission is $2.00 per person. Children under 3 and passholders admitted FREE! 

Wear your pajamas and bring the blankets. Concessions provided by Friends of 

Hodges Gardens.  

CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK ACTIVITY SCHEDULE— MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Friday, Dec. 2, from 5:00pm-7:00pm Santa in the Visitor’s Center     

Saturday, Dec. 10, from 5:00pm-7:00pm  Santa in the Visitor’s Center    

Saturday, Dec. 16 6:00pm-9:00pm Polar Express Movie 

Saturday, Dec. 17, from 5:00pm-7:00pm Santa in the Visitor’s Center    

Friday, Dec. 23, from 5:00pm-7:00pm Santa in the Visitor’s Center 

 

 

 

50 YEARS OF HODGES GARDENS MEMORIES  

One of the most rewarding aspects of volunteering in the Visitor Center at Hodges 

Gardens is meeting people who share their wonderful memories of the Gardens. Such 

was the case in early November.  Olivia and Charles Deaton of Lufkin, Texas came 

through the Visitor Center and shared their story.  They were celebrating their 50
th
 

wedding anniversary by visiting the site of their “mini honeymoon”.  They were married 

in Center, Texas on March 19, 1966 and only had time for a mini honeymoon which 

they spent at Hodges Gardens.  They remember fondly staying at the Starlight Motel in Many and while 

trying to keep a low profile being outed by an observant waitress in the restaurant who spotted rice in 

Olivia’s hair.  Olivia and Charles have visited the gardens numerous times throughout their years 

together enjoying the beauty and 

of course the memories of their 

honeymoon spot but don’t 

remember it ever more beautiful 

as on their special day in 1966. 

The camellias were glorious 

according to Olivia.    
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   E-mail: fohgsp@gmail.com 

FaceBook@FriendsofHodgesGardens 

http://hodgesgardens.net/ 

Park Hours of Operation:  

The gates open at 8AM daily and close at 9PM Sunday through 

Thursday and 10PM on Friday and Saturday.  The Gardens close at 

sunset. Admission is $5 per person, $4 for seniors 62+ and children 

under 3 are admitted free. Annual passes are available for $80 and 

admit the cardholder and any passengers in the vehicle. For more 

information about the Park, visit www.lastateparks.com, call 800-354-

3523 toll free.  Reservations for overnight accommodations can be made 

online or through the Call Center at 877.226.7652.  

There are 13 cabins and a group camp,  and 9 unimproved tent 

campsites and a primitive camping area.  Also there are boats with 

paddles and life jackets available for rent. 
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The Friends of Hodges continues to seek new members to 
support our beloved Hodges Gardens.  There is a membership 
level to meet all needs and all donations are tax deductible.  
Please consider joining us in our efforts to Restore, Preserve, 
Protect, and Promote Hodges Gardens. Link to membership 

PAINTING IN THE PARK  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2016 
Join us at 1pm for a fun filled Saturday afternoon with artist Kimberly Remedies. All 

supplies are provided. Regular park admission of $5 applies along with a $20 

registration fee paid directly to Ms. Kimberly. Annual pass holders are admitted FREE 

and only pay the registration fee. Remember no talent required -step by step 

instructions provided. Hidden talents are discovered every time. Please call 318-424-

6526  to reserve a spot. 

VOLUNTEERS 
 Volunteers are the key to the Old-fashioned Rose Garden’s success.  Every Tuesday and Thursday 

morning these volunteers can be found pruning, weeding, deadheading and fertilizing. For more 

information about how you can help by becoming a volunteer or making a donation in memory or 

honor of a loved one, contact Friends of Hodges Gardens at fohgsp@gmail.com. 

AMAZONSMILE      
Don’t forget to do to your online 
Christmas shopping through 
AmazonSmile to help support the 
Gardens.  Use this link to connect with 
smile.amazon.com to automatically 
support Friends of Hodges Gardens State Park  https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/26-4480938   or use 
the amazonsmile link on the Friends of Hodges Gardens 
website at www.hodgesgardens.net.  
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