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Hodges Gardens State Park 
Louisiana’s Garden in the Forest 

MERCHANTS & FARMERS VOLUNTEERS MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE 

When Mr. Leroy Cooley saw a plea from Park Manager Kim Kelly that volunteers were 
needed to work on the Old Fashioned Rose Garden he stepped right up to help.  His 
initial visit with one pressure washer and an entire day got much accomplished but the 
task was far from complete.  He returned with volunteers from Merchants & Farmer’s 
Bank, Nicky Williams and Allison Carmales along with his new Northstar concrete clean-
er and two pressure washers.  Their efforts brought back the beauty of the stone walk-
ways and once again revealed the natural beauty of the flagstone found in the western 
end of the pavilion. Nicky brought her husband, Roger along as the Rose Garden holds 
a special place in their hearts-they were married in the garden 15 years ago! This was a 
hard working crew for sure.  We are thankful for their giving spirits and all of their efforts 
to help the Rose Garden once again shine. 

 
 
 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shown are Allison Carmales, 
Roger Williams, Nicky Williams, 
and Leroy Cooley 

Roger Williams 

Flagstone in the Western 
Pavilion 



PAINTING IN THE PARK  SEPTEMBER 17, 2016 
Join us at 1pm for a fun filled Saturday afternoon with artist Kimberly Remedies. All 

supplies are provided. Regular park admission of $5 applies along with a $20 

registration fee paid directly to Ms. Kimberly. Annual pass holders are admitted 

FREE and only pay the registration fee. Remember no talent required -step by step 

instructions provided. Hidden talents are discovered every time. Please call 318-424

-6526  to reserve a spot. 

ROADS UNDER REPAIR  
If the poor condition of the park roads has been keeping you from 

visiting, plan a visit.  The Office of State Parks approved $5000 for 

patching the roads.  The work is nearly complete and the improvement 

is obvious from the moment you enter the gates of the park.  While, a 

complete overlay of the roads would have been preferable, we are 

thankful for the patching of the potholes given the condition of the state 

budget.  

VOLUNTEERS-LIFE BLOOD OF THE GARDENS  
It cannot be said enough the importance of volunteers in the restoration and 

maintenance of the park gardens.   We are working to update our volunteer 

database and to streamline the process of notification of projects.  I will be 

sending out an email to all of those who are currently in the Volunteer 

Database.  I want to update the database, therefore if you don’t receive the 

message, please contact me at chrisnolen61@gmail.com to add your name.  

Friends is currently working on a new website which will include a volunteer 

button.  We are hopeful that this will make volunteering easier.  Thanks to 

all of you who share your time and talents with the Gardens.  See you in the 

gardens! 

AMAZONSMILE    
When you buy something on line from Amazon would you like Amazon to contribute 0.5% to Friends of Hodges 
Gardens without costing you any additional money?  You can now do just that! Friends of Hodges Gardens 
State Park is officially registered with AmazonSmile. It is a website operated by Amazon that lets you shop as 
usual. The difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), the AmazonSmile 
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the eligible charitable organization of your choice. And of 
course Friends of Hodges Gardens State Park is your choice right. So what you need to do to insure your 
eligible amazon purchases generate a 0.5% donation from the AmazonSmile Foundation is: 

Use this link to connect with smile.amazon.com to automatically support Friends of Hodges Gardens State 
Park https://smile.amazon.com/ch/26-4480938 

Sign in using the email address of your current amazon account and that password.  If you don’t have an 
account and are a new customer click on create an account. 

Bookmark this site for future visits. 

Taking advantage of this opportunity does not take the place of your regular giving to Friends of Hodges 
Gardens it is simply an additional way to support Friends in its restoration efforts. As AmazonSmile states every 
little bit helps and only through the many purchases of many people will a little bit be generated so share this 
opportunity with all of your friends and family so that their purchases too will benefit our Garden in the Forest. 
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Park Hours of Operation:  

The gates open at 8AM daily and close at 9PM Sunday through Thursday 

and 10PM on Friday and Saturday.  The Gardens close at sunset. 

Admission is $5 per person, $4 for seniors 62+ and children under 3 are 

admitted free. Annual passes are available for $80 and admit the 

cardholder and any passengers in the vehicle. For more information about 

the Park, visit www.lastateparks.com, call 800-354-3523 toll free.  

Reservations for overnight accommodations can be made online or 

through the Call Center at 877.226.7652.  

There are 13 cabins and a group camp,  and 9 unimproved tent campsites 

and a primitive camping area.  Also there are boats with paddles and life 

jackets available for rent. 
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Kim Delatin 
Marguerite McNeely 
Kayla Hataway 
Carolyn Martin 
 

The Friends of Hodges continues to seek new members to support 
our beloved Hodges Gardens.  There is a membership level to meet 
all needs and all donations are tax deductible.  Please consider 
joining us in our efforts to Restore, Preserve, Protect, and Promote 
Hodges Gardens.  Link to membership form 

GIFT SHOP COOL ONCE AGAIN 
After a long HOT summer, the air conditioning unit at the Gift Shop 
has been replaced.  It was no easy task.  The system that has been in 
place since the early 1950’s was huge and had to be removed in 
sections.  It is amazing that the unit lasted over sixty years! Another 
indication that Mr. Hodges spared no expense as he brought his 
vision for the gardens to fruition . 

HOSE BIB PROJECT COMPLETE 
Continued kudos to our Butterfly and Herb Garden 

volunteers.  They have continued to work through this hot 

summer making their gardens shine.  Be sure to check 

them out. I'm happy to report that the hose bib project is 

complete and water on demand is available at the Butterfly, 

Herb and Rose Gardens. Thanks to Kim and staff for laying 

the water lines and Friends for purchasing the 

materials.  The SRA also loaned us their equipment to lay 

the lines. As you can see when all work together good 

things happen .   

Carolyn Martin in the 

Butterfly Garden 

Glen Graham and Betty 
Manasco in the Herb Garden. 
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