
Friends of Hodges Gardens   Newsletter, March 2016 

Hodges Gardens State Park 
Louisiana’s Garden in the Forest 

Spring Time in the Park 
EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE MARCH 27, 2016 

The Easter Sunrise Service at Hodges Gardens with the Centenary Col-
lege Choir presenting the Easter Story has been a tradition since 1955 
that continued through 2013 with the exception of 2007 & 2008 during 
the transition of the park ownership. Changes with the Centenary Choir 
in 2014 left the Lakefront Stage quiet and dark. The concerted efforts of 
Park Manager, Kim Kelly, to continue this beloved tradition proved suc-
cessful when Mr. Gene Davis of the Vernon Parish Community Choir 
offered to once again fill the Lakefront Stage with the word of God in 
song. This year the Vernon Parish Community Choir with additional 
voices from Sabine Parish under the direction of Mr. Gene Davis will 
present The Seven Last Words of  Christ by Theodore Dubois.  
 
Listening to the Hallelujah chorus while the sun rises over the lake on 
this special morning is not to be missed. Everyone is invited to join us 
for this year’s performance at the Lakefront Stage. Bring blankets and/
or lawn chairs for seating on the lawn. 
 
The Park Gates will open at 4:30 am and close promptly at 5:45 am so 
that the service is not interrupted by incoming traffic. Admission is 
FREE. After the service, regular park admission will apply. 
 

PAINTING IN THE PARK  MARCH 19, 2016  

Join us at 1 pm for a fun filled Saturday afternoon with artist Kimberly 
Remedies. All supplies are provided. Regular park admission of $5 ap-
plies along with a $20 registration fee paid directly to Ms. Kimberly. An-
nual pass holders are admitted FREE and only pay the registration fee. 
Remember no talent required -step by step instructions provided. Hid-
den talents are discovered every time. Please call 318-586-7002 to re-
serve a spot.  
 

OUTDOOR MOVIE—HOP—MARCH 24, 2016 AT 7:00 

Come make memories with this great family movie for Easter spon-
sored by Pat Sandel at P&K One Stop of Florien.   
Hop tells the comic tale of Fred, an out-of-work slacker who accidentally 
injures the Easter Bunny and must take him in as he recovers. As Fred 
struggles with the world’s worst house guest, both will learn what it 
takes to finally grow up. Regular park admission applies. Pass holders 
and children under 3 are FREE. Concessions will be sold by Friends of 
Hodges Gardens. All profits from these sales will help support restora-
tion efforts in the Gardens.  Be sure to bring blankets and chairs for 
seating on the lawn. 



FRIENDS OF HODGES GARDENS GIFT SHOP 
The Friends of Hodges Gardens took over operation of the Gift Shop in June of 
2015 from the Office of State Parks.  It is our goal to build up the inventory with 
unique offerings like the Butterfly Jewelry Collection and Fair Trade gift items 
supporting economies in developing countries.  Home crafted items such as Ms. 
Kimberley Remedies Pure Motherhood goat milk soap are also available in the 
shop.  Friends also want to use the Gift Shop as a means to showcase local 
artists and their works through a consignment arrangement.  Currently, Mr. 
Doug Stannard of Leesville is showing his unique and beautiful dichroic glass 
jewelry.  The historical photography of Fonville Winans is for sale thanks to our 
own Meriget Turner, the daughter of Fonville Winans. We are in search of other 
artists and artisans to add to our eclectic collection. Artist recommendations are 
appreciated. The Gift Shop is open Friday through Sunday from 10AM to 5PM.  
Please come visit. 

STAR PARTY—APRIL 9, 2016  
 
 
The 8th Annual Hodges Gardens Star Party is scheduled for Saturday, April 9th from 6:00 PM-
10:00 PM.  The public is invited to join the members of the Baton Rouge Astronomical Society on 
the 20 acre field beyond the green houses in viewing the night sky.  The members have their tele-
scopes set up all around the field.  Attendees are encouraged to ask questions and stargaze un-
der the direction of the amateur astronomers.  Basic rules of stargazing are followed so only dim 
red lights are used after dark on the observing field so as not to disrupt the viewing.   
In order to reduce light pollution on the observing field, attendees must park at the old greenhous-
es and walk approximately ¼ mile to the viewing field. Bring chairs or blankets as there is no seat-
ing available on the observing field.  
Friends of Hodges Garden will be selling concessions.  All profits from these sales will help sup-
port restoration efforts in the Gardens.   
A reduced park admission of $3 per person applies. Pass holders and occupants of their vehicle 
are FREE. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: WE NEED YOU 
During the next two months volunteers are needed in the following areas: 
Thursday, March 24th- concessions at the outdoor movie Hop 
Sunday, March 27th –choir breakfast following the sunrise service.  
Saturday, April 9th-concessions at the Star Party 
Friday-Sunday March-May-staffing the Gift Shop 
Ongoing-maintaining the Old-Fashion Rose Garden 
Anyone interested in volunteering for any of the activities listed, please contact Friends at the following 
email address: fohgsp@gmail.com. If all able Friends volunteer for one activity it will make short order 
of all the work to be done.  Remember the old adage the more the merrier.  Come be merry with us. 

THE BUTTERFLY GARDEN 
On June 17, 2015, Sabine Master Gardeners unanimously voted to establish a 
fund of $2000 to repair and reconstruct the 
hardscape and restore the garden beds of the 
Butterfly Garden. Since that time, the gardeners 
have spent over 250 hours volunteering their time to 
work in the garden. Another $1500 was recently 
donated by Sabine Master Gardeners to continue 
their work on maintaining and beautifying the 
Butterfly Gardens.  The Friends of Hodges Gardens 
than the Sabine Master Gardeners for  their 
wonderful work and support. 
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Friends of Hodges Gardens 

1000 Hodges Loop 

Florien, LA  

 

   Phone: 318-586-7002 

   E-mail: fohgsp@gmail.com 

Park Hours of Operation:  

The gates open at 8AM daily and close at 9PM Sunday through 

Thursday and 10PM on Friday and Saturday.  The Gardens close at 

sunset. Admission is $5 per person, $4 for seniors 62+ and children 

under 3 are admitted free. Annual passes are available for $80 and 

admit the cardholder and any passengers in the vehicle. For more 

information about the Park, visit www.lastateparks.com, call 800-354

-3523 toll free.  Reservations for overnight accommodations can be 

made online or through the Call Center at 877.226.7652.  

There are 13 cabins and a group camp,  and 9 unimproved tent 

campsites and a primitive camping area.  Also there are boats with 

paddles and life jackets available for rent. 

 

THE HERB GARDEN 

Shhhhhh, our garden is sleeping!   

There have been a few days over our 'not so cold' winter where it has been necessary to 'meet and 
weed'.   But . . .  it won't be long until we are back digging in the dirt.  And when I say dig, I mean dig!  If 
you are interested in shoveling and loosening packed soil, digging, cutting, and pulling old roots, or old 
plastic pots, maybe even a tarantula, then we have the perfect place for you to be, The Herb Garden.    

We made a great deal of progress last year in our efforts to begin refurbishing the individual areas of the 
herb garden and plan to accomplish more this year.  Have you seen our new landscape timbers we 
were able to replace last summer?  We never expected t o be able to do this so soon.  Thank you Kim, 
and to everyone who worked so hard when it was soooo hot! 

Ideas have been and are being tossed around for specific herb planting areas using a variety of topics 
and herbs.  We currently have an area for different Teas, Culinary, and Edible Herbs.  Plans are being 
made for Medicinal, Time (Thyme), Salt Substitutes, and Biblical herbs or maybe more.  Oh my gosh, 
we may have to enlarge the garden!   

And then there is the fountain.  That's our really next BIG endeavor.   It sits kinda caddywampus  right 
now and needs to be leveled.  Which means it will be disassembled and a concrete base poured to 
provide a more secure foundation for the fountain.  Won't it be great to be able to listen to the water 
again while in the Herb Garden.  

We are looking forward to the upcoming days in The Herb Garden.  Come join us 

Kay and Betty Jo 

Mission of the Friends of Hodges 
Gardens State Park - to Restore, 
Preserve, Protect, and Promote 
Hodges Gardens. 

Friends of Hodges Board of 
Directors 

Chris Nolen-President 

Meriget Turner-Vice President 

Nan Arthur-Secretary 

Bob Nolen-Treasurer 

Nona Daily 

Kim Kelly 

Tammy Foster 

Betty Manasco 

Kim Delatin 

Marguerite McNeely 

The Friends of Hodges continues to seek 
new members to support our beloved Hodges 
Gardens.  There is a membership level to 
meet all needs and all donations are tax 
deductible.  Please consider joining us in our 
efforts to Restore, Preserve, Protect, and 
Promote Hodges Gardens. 
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