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http://hodgesgardens.net/            FaceBook—Friends of Hodges Gardens 

Hodges Gardens State Park 
Louisiana’s Garden in the Forest 

POSSIBLE PARK CLOSURE 

The Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism has been told to cut $7.1 million for 
next fiscal year in the state's effort to address the financial crisis.  The department identi-
fied 12 State Parks and all but 4 State Historical sites for closure.  Hodges Gardens State 
Park is on that list. The department will be presenting this proposal to the Appropriations 
Subcommittee this week. If the park is closed it will change its status to "caretaker status" 
leaving a crew of as few as 2 to simply maintain the grounds.  
 
We all know how much tending the Gardens need and how much money it takes to sup-
plement that which the state provides to maintain the Gardens at its current level.  With 
the gates closed, we would be unable to continue our efforts to raise funds to continue 
the restoration efforts.  
 
I believe we don't need to panic but do need to take aggressive action to avoid closure. I 
am asking each of you to contact your legislators stating your strong opposition to the clo-
sure of the park. It is important to state that the Park is on the Register of National Histor-
ic Places. It is unique in the park system because of its world-class garden in the forest 
landscape and its superb collection of mid-century modern architecture located within the 
park. Closing this park even for a short while would allow the Gardens to deteriorate mak-
ing it much more expensive to revive. A garden needs constant tending. 
 
Please write, call or email your concerns.  The number of contacts makes a difference 
when legislators are making difficult decisions.  They need to know what their constitu-
ents want them to do. 
 
Our local legislators are: 
Representative Frankie Howard-1601 Texas Hwy., Many, LA 71449; (318) 256-
4135 Fax (318) 256-4137; email address howardf@legis.la.gov 
Senator Gerald Long-P.O. Box 151, Winnfield, LA 71483;District Phone-(318) 628-
5799, (800) 265-2437,  Fax (318) 628-6120; email address longg@legis.la.gov 
 
For those not in our local area, I have included the link below which will identify your leg-
islators. Click on their name and their contact information is given. 
 
  http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/FindMyLegislators.aspx 
 
Please share your concerns with others who may not be members of Friends of Hodges 
Gardens.  Thank you for your prompt action on this matter.  Chris Nolen 
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UPDATE ON PARK CLOSURE 
A contingent of Hodges Gardens volunteers traveled to Baton 
Rouge Monday, April 04, 2016 to lobby legislators to keep the 
Gardens open. Thanks to Susan Duhon and Carolyn Martin of 
Sabine Master Gardeners, Doug Stannard and Elona Boggs 
Westin   of KVVP radio in Leesville and Friends Board of Directors 
Betty Jo Manasco and Chris Nolen for taking their day to meet with 
legislators to share concerns about the possible closure of the 
Gardens. A debt of gratitude is owed Representative James Armes 
for his helpfulness in arranging meetings with the various 
legislators. The group met with Senator John Smith who listened to 
the presentations and shared his support and concerns for 
sufficient funding to avoid closure. Lt. Governor Nungesser and Mr. 
Robert Barham, of the Office of State Parks respectfully listened to 
the presentations and stated a willingness to work with them 
without making any promises. Senator Long was supportive but 
voiced concerns regarding sufficient funding.  Representative Frankie Howard stated his support 
of Hodges Gardens State Park but was noncommittal in actions he would take to keep the 
Gardens open. The Friends membership and all those who love the Garden need to continue 
contacting legislators emphasizing that Hodges Gardens is unique and historical.  It is a garden 
and should not be compared to other state parks.  Continue to let your voices be heard.   



STAR PARTY—APRIL 9, 2016  
  

The 8
th
 Annual Hodges Gardens Star Party is scheduled for Saturday, April 9

th
 from 6:00 PM-10:00 

PM.  The public is invited to join the members of the Baton Rouge Astronomical Society on the 20 acre 

field beyond the green houses in viewing the night sky.  The members have their telescopes set up all 

around the field.  Attendees are encouraged to ask questions and stargaze under the direction of the 

amateur astronomers.  Basic rules of stargazing are followed so only dim red lights are used after dark 

on the observing field so as not to disrupt the viewing.   

In order to reduce light pollution on the observing field, attendees must park at the old greenhouses 

and walk approximately ¼ mile to the viewing field. Bring chairs or blankets as there is no seating 

available on the observing field.  

Friends of Hodges Gardens will be selling concessions to include Hot Dogs, Drinks, Chips, Candy, 

Pickles and of course Popcorn.  All profits from these sales will help support restoration efforts in the 

Gardens.   

A reduced park admission of $3 per person applies. Pass holders and occupants of their vehicle are 

FREE. 

PAINTING IN THE PARK APRIL 16, 2016  

Join us at 1 pm for a fun filled Saturday afternoon with artist Kimberly 

Remedies. All supplies are provided. Regular park admission of $5 applies 

along with a $20 registration fee paid directly to Ms. Kimberly. Annual pass 

holders are admitted FREE and only pay the registration fee. Remember no 

talent required -step by step instructions are provided. Hidden talents are 

discovered every time. Please call Kimberly at 337-424-6526 to reserve a 

spot.  

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE UPDATE  

The Vernon Parish Community Choir with additional voices from Sabine Parish under the direction of Mr. Gene 

Davis presented The Seven Last Words of Christ by Theodore Dubois to an appreciative crowd of over 200 

Easter Sunday morning.  While the weather was a concern the rain held off and all participants were blessed 

with the Easter Story in song.  The program ended with a rousing rendition of the Hallelujah Chorus echoing 

across the lake. The Friends of Hodges Gardens provided a lovely breakfast for the choir and staff following the 

performance as a show of our appreciation for all of their hard work.  The success of the program already has 

plans being made to continue this beloved Hodges Gardens tradition.  

UPCOMING EVENT:   Outdoor Movie—Yogi Bear–  Saturday, May 28 Sponsored by DeLatin’s 

Body Shop 

FEATURES OF THE PARK  
The Butterfly Garden Sponsored by Sabine Master Gardeners  

The Herb Garden  is tended by Betty Jo Manasco and Kay Grimes along with various Friends volunteers.  

The Rose Garden is in need of a sponsor 

The Fountain—needs repair—struck by lightning 



Friends of Hodges Gardens Gift Shop 

The Gift Shop is open Friday through Sunday from 10AM to 5PM. Our 
March retail sales were $1256. We are continuing to search for artists and 
artisans interested in adding to our eclectic collection through a consignment 
agreement.  Pass the word.  
Gift Items include: 
Butterfly Jewelry Collection   Fair Trade gift items  
Pure Motherhood goat milk soap    Dichroic glass jewelry 
Fonville Winans’ historical photography  Quilted items  

Friends of Hodges Gardens 

1000 Hodges Loop 

Florien, LA  

 

   Phone: 318-586-7002 

   E-mail: fohgsp@gmail.com 

Park Hours of Operation:  

The gates open at 8AM daily and close at 9PM Sunday through Thursday 

and 10PM on Friday and Saturday.  The Gardens close at sunset. 

Admission is $5 per person, $4 for seniors 62+ and children under 3 are 

admitted free. Annual passes are available for $80 and admit the 

cardholder and any passengers in the vehicle. For more information about 

the Park, visit www.lastateparks.com, call 800-354-3523 toll free.  

Reservations for overnight accommodations can be made online or 

through the Call Center at 877.226.7652.  

There are 13 cabins and a group camp,  and 9 unimproved tent campsites 

and a primitive camping area.  Also there are boats with paddles and life 

jackets available for rent. 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: WE NEED YOU 
During the next few months volunteers are needed in the following areas: 

Saturday, April 9th-concessions 5:00-10 pm at the Star Party 

Gift Shop Staffing Friday-Sunday of April and May 

Saturday, May 28th-concessions 5:00-10 pm at the outdoor movie Yogi Bear 

Ongoing-maintaining the Old-Fashion Rose Garden 
Anyone interested in volunteering for any of the activities listed, please contact Friends at the following email 
address: fohgsp@gmail.com. If all able Friends volunteer for one activity it will make short order of the work to be 
done.   

Friends of Hodges Board of 
Directors 

Chris Nolen-President 

Meriget Turner-Vice President 

Nan Arthur-Secretary 

Bob Nolen-Treasurer 

Nona Daily 

Kim Kelly 

Tammy Foster 

Betty Manasco 

Kim Delatin 

Marguerite McNeely 

The Friends of Hodges continues to seek new members to support 
our beloved Hodges Gardens.  There is a membership level to meet 
all needs and all donations are tax deductible.  Please consider 
joining us in our efforts to Restore, Preserve, Protect, and Promote 
Hodges Gardens. 
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